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Message from the Guest Editors
Interest in ecosystem services (ES) surged since the late
90s, but large knowledge gaps remain. For example:
- When can land cover be used as a proxy for ES use?
- How can we identify who is using which ES?
- Do static inputs adequately capture dynamic ES

information?
- Can ES methods be standardized across landscapes,

or do different communities require different
methods?

- What level of land use categorization is appropriate for
representing ES?

- What information needs to be added to land use to
better represent ES variation?

- How do different cultural and ethical relations to land
and its use affect the flow of ES?

Such advances are necessary if the Sustainable
Development Goals are to be achieved by 2030. This
Special Issue aims to provide a collection of papers that
critically evaluate the links between observed land use
and ES, including but not exclusive to the questions
raised above. We welcome manuscripts from all
disciplines (including both the natural and social
sciences) and using a variety of methods (i.e. from in-
depth case studies to global models).
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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