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Urbanization has brought us economic prosperity,
innovation and an improved quality of life; however, at
the same time, it has raised a series of challenges to the
sustainable development of our urban world in multiple
dimensions. This Special Issue takes the recent global
dynamics and crisis as a starting point for research,
focusing on how regions, cities and places are affected
by and respond to ongoing global challenges such as
climate change, resource depletion, socio-spatial
disparity, national populism, the COVID-19 pandemic,
international trade conflicts and broader geopolitical
instability. We particularly aim to explore how new
opportunities, patterns, structures of urbanization and
industrialization potentially emerge, what new regional
problems are generated and how cities and regions
adapt, coordinate and cooperate at multiple scales to
resolve challenges. This SI welcomes papers examining
how modes of regional development and urbanization in
less-favored regions evolve and shift, both in developed
and emerging economies.

Guest Editors
Prof. Dr. Gengzhi Huang
School of Geography and Planning, Sun Yat-sen University, Guangzhou
510275, China

Dr. Xiaohui Hu
School of Geography, Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing 210023,
China

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (30 November 2023)

Land

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.2
CiteScore 5.9

mdpi.com/si/174143
Land
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
land@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
land

https://www.mdpi.com/si/174143
https://mdpi.com/journal/land


Land

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 3.2
CiteScore 5.9

mdpi.com/journal/
land

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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