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The urban concentration has intensified worldwide in
recent decades, causing a progressive and widespread
exodus of the rural environment and the abandonment
of these areas with consequent agriculture,
environment, heritage, and leisure resource
deterioration. This is a complex and multidisciplinary
problem in which numerous researchers are involved.
We encourage authors to submit contributions in the
following priority areas to this SI: - Approaches and
models of rural development and their evolution in the
world, e.g., European policies and rural development
programs or strategies; - Integrated forms of urban–
rural planning and multilevel governance, e.g., urban
partnerships and the role of the city in the development
and stability of the rural population; - The diversification
of activities, employment, and income: agribusiness,
heritage, and tourism as the basis of rural
competitiveness and its impact on new models of land
organization; - Depopulation and strategies for the
demographic challenge in rural areas; - The insertion of
SDGs 2030 in rural development: the green circular
economy.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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