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Cropland is the foundation and guarantee for the
survival of all human beings, large-scale cropland
abandonment is closely related to food security, and it
also has an impact on biodiversity, soil quality, carbon
cycle and the ecological environment. Therefore, it is of
great importance to carry out accurate monitoring of
abandoned arable land in order to accurately grasp
information on the quantity and spatial distribution of
abandoned arable land, as well as to explore its driving
factors for arable land conservation strategies. This
Special Issue focuses on new technologies for
monitoring and identifying cropland abandonment, the
spatial distribution and spatiotemporal evolution of
cropland abandonment, and the analysis of ecological
and environmental changes brought about by cropland
abandonment and its driving mechanisms. This Special
Issue includes, but is not limited to, the following topics:
- Global and regional cropland abandonment

monitoring
- Remote sensing and modeling of the cropland
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- Land use/land cover change
- Environmental changes due to cropland abandonment
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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