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Against the backdrop of rapid global urbanization, urban
land transformation has become an irreversible trend.
Communities, as fundamental units of cities, are
embedded within complex land systems that integrate
spatial, social, and ecological dimensions. Urban
transformation reshapes land-use patterns, alters
landscape multifunctionality, and redefines human–land
relationships, posing critical challenges to sustainable
development. Understanding how community-based
land use changes in the context of urban
transformation, how land governance contributes to
spatial reconfiguration, and how to balance land tenure
security with ecological resilience is critical to advancing
land systems science and policy. This Special Issue
seeks interdisciplinary contributions that bridge land-
use transitions, community-based land management,
and socio-ecological systems in urban contexts. We
emphasize studies that address the intersection of land
dynamics with human perceptions, technological
innovations, and governance frameworks.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant Impact Factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years.
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