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Message from the Guest Editors
There are many eco-sensitive areas around the world,
covering a sizeable portion of the world’s terrestrial
surface. However, due to excessive human land use
activities and climate change, these regions are
currently facing numerous challenges that affect the
structure, quality, and ability of these ecosystems to
provide services and products. In response to these
challenges, many policies have been implemented,
including designating protected land areas and
providing ecological compensation, in order to balance
the relationship between ecological protection and
socio-economic development. This Special Issue aims
to address critical knowledge gaps in our basic
understanding of land use/cover change, ecosystem
services, how they have changed in eco-sensitive areas,
and societal trends in and outside of eco-sensitive
areas in terms of dealing with future challenges. A
particular focus is placed on studies on protected land
and research into the management and preservation of
biodiversity and landscapes in these areas.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Land is the only open access journal covering all
aspects of land science, and it is a pioneering platform
for publishing on land system science. Our editorial
board is comprised of eminent scholars. We publish
high quality research on societally relevant, emerging
and innovative topics and results in land system
research. It is now one of the top land journals with a
significant impact factor, and has a goal to become the
best journal in land in the coming years. I strongly
recommend Land for your best research publications for
a fast dissemination of your research.
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