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Rural landscape dynamics are challenging existing policy
regimes and new approaches to landscape governance
regimes are called for. The underlying driving forces for
landscape change are increasingly interlinked and
globalized. Policy regimes are functioning at multiple levels
across sectors. Some domains have been de-regulated,
such as agricultural policies; others have expanded, such
as nature conservation and natural resource policies; and
others, again, have been decentralized, such as land-use
planning—all adding to the complexity of change and
regulation. Finally, rural communities themselves have
changed because of various combinations of in and out
migrations, and o en find themselves locked in between
influence from outside forces and internal social and
cultural segregation.
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Land is the only open access journal covering all aspects of
land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing
on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
eminent scholars and we aim to publish high quality
research and scholarship. By addressing important global
issues across the broad sweep of land science, e.g.,
urbanization, land grabbing and ecosystem services, Land
promotes an understanding which will lead to solutions
that will benefit human well-being and environmental
sustainability.
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