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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Montane forests and alpine ecosystems are rich in
biodiversity and endemism as well as being a large global
carbon store. They are highly threatened by climate
change, population growth and land use change.
Mountains provide an ideal natural laboratory to
investigate the evolution of social–ecological systems, and
to assess the current challenges and opportunities that this
past evolution has created. Mountains have been centres
of past development and conduits for the spread of crops,
populations and technologies. They were and remain a
locus for cultural interaction, as manifested recently in
many parts of the world at the local level through pastoral–
agricultural–urban interactions over access to space and
resources, particularly water. The relevance and impact of
this Special Issue on mountains goes beyond academia, as
practitioners and policy-makers need key information on
the dynamics and changes in threatened ecosystems to
help design and implement appropriate management
strategies for sustainable mountain futures.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Land is the only open access journal covering all aspects of
land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing
on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
eminent scholars. We publish high quality research on
societally relevant, emerging and innovative topics and
results in land system research. It is now one of the top
land journals with a significant impact factor, and has a
goal to become the best journal in land in the coming
years. I strongly recommend Land for your best research
publications for a fast dissemination of your research.
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