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Message from the Guest Editors

Land abandonment is widespread around the world and
encompasses different land-uses, such as orchards,
croplands, and rangelands. O1en, land abandonment
stems from on-site degradation processes, such as extreme
compaction, soil erosion, soil organic carbon depletion, or
salinization/sodification. Such processes are likely to
reduce the primary productivity of desired plant species or
crops, or cause the succession or invasion of undesired
vegetation species. Regardless, land abandonment may be
related to changes in socio-economic and cultural
preferences, and, specifically, to urbanization and related
modifications in the labor market. An abundance of
evidence indicates that land abandonment halts soil
erosion and salinization, triggering the buildup of soil
horizons and subsequently improving soil functioning and
ecosystem health. At the same time, other evidence shows
that land abandonment accelerates land degradation
processes. The objective of this Special Issue is to
demonstrate the complexity of the topic of land
abandonment while highlighting the agro-environmental
challenges and opportunities as well as related policy and
socio-economic aspects.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Land Abandonment: Positive and Negative Effects on Soil Quality,
Ecosystem Services, and Environmental Functioning

mdpi.com/si/68405 SpecialIssue

https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100811521
/journal/land/stats
https://mdpi.com/si/68405
mailto:istavi@adssc.org
mailto:mapulidof@unex.es
https://www.mdpi.com/si/68405
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100811521
/journal/land/stats


CITESCORE

3.0
SCOPUS

IMPACT
FACTOR
3.395

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Christine Fürst
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Geography, Dept. Sustainable
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University of Halle, Von-
Seckendorff-Platz 4, 06120 Halle
(Saale), Germany

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Land is the only open access journal covering all aspects of
land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing
on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
eminent scholars and we aim to publish high quality
research and scholarship. By addressing important global
issues across the broad sweep of land science, e.g.,
urbanization, land grabbing and ecosystem services, Land
promotes an understanding which will lead to solutions
that will benefit human well-being and environmental
sustainability.

an Open Access Journal by MDPI

Author Benefits

Open Access:— free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid by authors or
their institutions.
High Visibility: indexed within Scopus, SSCI (Web of Science), AGRICOLA, AGRIS,
GeoRef, RePEc, and many other databases.
Journal Rank: JCR - Q2 (Environmental Studies) / CiteScore - Q2 (Nature and
Landscape Conservation)

Contact Us

Land
MDPI, St. Alban-Anlage 66
4052 Basel, Switzerland

Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
Fax: +41 61 302 89 18
www.mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/land
land@mdpi.com

@Land_MDPI

https://www.mdpi.com/openaccess
http://www.mdpi.com/journal/land/apc
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/21100811521
https://mjl.clarivate.com/search-results?issn=2073-445X&hide_exact_match_fl=true&utm_source=mjl&utm_medium=share-by-link&utm_campaign=search-results-share-this-journal
https://agricola.nal.usda.gov/
https://agris.fao.org/agris-search/index.do
https://www.americangeosciences.org/information/georef/how-to-access
http://www.repec.org/
https://www.mdpi.com/journal/land/indexing
https://mdpi.com
https://mdpi.com/journal/land

	Land Abandonment: Positive and Negative Effects on Soil Quality, Ecosystem Services, and Environmental Functioning

