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Message from the Guest Editors
Dear Colleagues,

During the last few decades, problems regarding the
exploitation of the highland zones have been analysed in
better detail by many archaeologists worldwide. People
have started to interpret mountain chains not exclusively
as natural barriers, but also like territories which were
systematically exploited and crossed during prehistory and
history, not only when the ice melted and passes became
accessible to move throughout different landscapes, but
also for settling in different periods of the year, for different
reasons.

The goal of this Special Issue is to collect papers (original
research articles and review papers) which provide insights
about the exploitation of the world's highland zones.

e When did people start to move across mountains
and why?

e Why do some mountains hide indelible
iconographic traces of people’s beliefs, settling and
living?

® How can we interpret traces of transhumance and
pastoralism, the somewhat ephemeral traces of the
way shepherds built their seasonal camps made of
tents or stone-walled and wooden dwellings?

® How can we improve the level of our research in the
highland zones in the world?
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Editor-in-Chief Message from the Editor-in-Chief
Prof. Dr. Christine Fiirst Landis the only open access journal covering all aspects of
Institute for Geosciences and land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing

Geography, Department on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
Sustainable Landscape

Development, University of Halle, ~ €Minent scholars. We publish high quality research on

Von-Seckendorff-Platz 4, 06120 societally relevant, emerging and innovative topics and

Halle, Germany results in land system research. It is now one of the top
land journals with a significant impact factor, and has a
goal to become the best journal in land in the coming
years. | strongly recommend Land for your best research
publications for a fast dissemination of your research.
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