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Message from the Guest Editors

Urban ecosystems are home to the majority of the world's
population. These ecosystems are complex and constantly
changing. Green areas, in which we would like to include
urban horticulture, cemeteries, urban forests and nature-
based solutions in this context, are essential components for
the well-being of citizens, providing several ecosystem
services (ES). 

In order to benefit from these services over time, it is
necessary to map and assess them, as well as analyze and
improve policy tools, collaborative governance patterns and
urban planning strategies.

This Special Issue focuses on mapping and assessing urban
ES; planning urban green spaces in order to improve the
provision of ES; formulating consistent policies and
strengthening government management of green spaces;
analyzing the functioning of collaborative governance
arrangements related to urban green spaces; and deepening
the set of innovative policy tools (e.g., living labs) used to
establish ES.
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Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Christine Fürst
Department Sustainable
Landscape Development,
Institute for Geosciences and
Geography, University of Halle,
Halle, Germany

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Land is the only open access journal covering all aspects of
land science, and it is a pioneering platform for publishing
on land system science. Our editorial board is comprised of
eminent scholars. We publish high quality research on
societally relevant, emerging and innovative topics and
results in land system research. It is now one of the top
land journals with a significant Impact Factor, and has a
goal to become the best journal in land in the coming
years.
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