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Many animal species across the globe are threatened
with extinction due to impacts such as direct
persecution and habitat loss. Zoos have proven to be a
vital component of wildlife conservation by providing
refuge from humans or offering critical habitat
components that have been eliminated from natural
areas. Important insights into animal ecology have also
been gained from captive animals. This issue will focus
on the unique role of zoological gardens in wildlife
conservation, encompassing any vertebrate species
studied in zoos or aquaria. Potential topics include
captive breeding programs, rehabilitation and release of
individuals, and preservation of genetic diversity. Of
additional interest are studies that use captive animals
as a baseline or reference for understanding the
ecology of wild animals. The overarching goal of this
issue is to provide a thorough and nuanced examination
of the ways in which zoos and aquaria can be used to
understand animal ecology and achieve wildlife
conservation goals. Sincerely,
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Open Access:
free for readers, with article processing charges (APC) paid
by authors or their institutions.

High Visibility:
indexed within ESCI (Web of Science), Scopus, AGRIS, and
other databases.

Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 4.6
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2024).
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