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The marine environment is extraordinarily diverse and
made up of a large number of different marine habitats
identified by physical structures or specific
environmental conditions. Many of these habitats are
poorly studied, with less data than the ocean depths,
restricted by inadequate research methods or
characterized by habitat complexity. The biodiversity of
rocky reefs in tropical, temperate, and cold waters,
marine caves and small cryptic habitats at the bottom is
still relatively unexplored, hidden primarily due to
obscurity of locations of the habitats and inadequate
research methods. Potential impacts of these stressors
on hidden habitats are difficult to assess because of the
lack of baseline data and incomplete sampling.

Thus, this research topic is being focused on the
description of the biodiversity of these hidden habitats
on all trophic levels and on the identification of
environmental drivers of associated species, as well as
on habitat functional role not only on its own biodiversity
but also of surrounding coastal ecosystems.
Accordingly, the new research techniques used for
sampling of those habitats should be given importance.  
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The Journal of Marine Science and Engineering (JMSE;
ISSN 2077-1312) is an international peer-reviewed open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
studies related to marine science and engineering. The
journal aims to provide scholarly research on a range of
topics, including ocean engineering, chemical
oceanography, physical oceanography, marine biology
and marine geosciences. We invite you to publish in our
journal sharing your important research findings with the
global ocean community.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 15.6 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 1.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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