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Message from the Guest Editor

Considering the dominant role of the phytoplankton in
primary production in the sea, it is understandable that
filter-feeding is widespread and filter feeders (or
suspension feeders) are found in almost all animal classes
represented in the sea. Filter-feeding animals are necessary
links between suspended food particles (phytoplankton,
free-living bacteria, and other members of the microbial
loop) and higher trophic levels in marine food webs. In
addition to many holo- and mero-planktonic organisms,
such as copepods and invertebrate larvae that graze on the
phytoplankton and other food particles in the water
column, many filter-feeding animals such as bivalves,
polychaetes, ascidians, bryozoans, and sponges graze on
the phytoplankton in the near-bottom water. Particularly in
shallow coastal waters and fjords, dense populations of
filter-feeders may exert a pronounced grazing impact,
which may keep the water clear (but not clean) in
eutrophicated areas. On the other hand, the dense
populations of filter-feeding jellyfish in such areas may
exert a pronounced predation impact on grazing
zooplankton, resulting in a phytoplankton boom and
making the water green.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

T h e Journal of Marine Science and Engineering (JMSE;
ISSN 2077-1312) is an international peer-reviewed open
access journal which provides an advanced forum for
studies related to marine science and engineering. The
journal aims to provide scholarly research on a range of
topics, including ocean engineering, chemical
oceanography, physical oceanography, marine biology and
marine geosciences. We invite you to publish in our journal
sharing your important research findings with the global
ocean community.
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