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Acute pain is usually associated with a specific illness or
trauma. The most characteristic acute pain is
postoperative pain (POP). The clinical features of POP
vary from subject to subject and in the same patient
over time. This variability is due to the pre-existing
pathology and location, type, and invasiveness of the
surgery.

Clinically, POP involves a constellation of unpleasant
sensory and emotional experiences associated or not
with autonomic and behavioral responses. The complex
humoral responses that initially work to maintain the
homeostasis, when excessive and prolonged, can cause
organic, psychological, and behavioral alterations and
can become particularly difficult to treat. Consequently,
if not properly treated, POP can assume the
characteristics of a complex chronic pain issue.
Remarkably, chronic POP (CPOP) is defined by painful
symptomatology in the operated area unrelated to
previous pain, present for more than 3 months, and
without any link to surgical complications.

This Special Issue will identify the gaps in the
prevention, diagnosis, and management of POP/CPOP
based on a combination of original research and review
papers.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editorial Board
Journal of Clinical Medicine (ISSN 2077-0383) is an
international, peer-reviewed, open access journal
dedicated to advancing clinical and preclinical research.
Our Editorial Board and staff are committed to delivering
cutting-edge, timely, peer-reviewed articles spanning
the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine. The
journal publishes concise, innovative, and impactful
research articles, as well as reviews that are clinically
significant and relevant to the full spectrum of medical
disciplines. All full texts are archived in PubMed Central
and indexed in SCIE (Web of Science), Scopus, PubMed,
and other major databases. We invite you to submit your
manuscript for publication, as well as join our
community as a reviewer or reader online.
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.5 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.7
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the second half of 2025).
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