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Message from the Guest Editors

Dear Colleagues,

Disorders of consciousness (DOC) represent a big and
multi-perspective challenge of contemporary clinical
neuroscience. First, measuring consciousness and
identifying the mechanisms of unconsciousness are still
open issues that neuroimaging and neurophysiology are
trying to answer with different and complementary
approaches. Second, the identification of the level of
gravity of a patient with DOC still has some margins of
uncertainty; this implies that even prognostic methods are
still not optimal. Third, conventional medical interventions
and therapies often do not have a substantial impact on
the clinical course in these patients. New interventions
based on invasive or non-invasive neuromodulatory
approaches are emerging, but are still investigational.
Nevertheless, DOC represent an increasing burden for the
different health care systems worldwide. The concept of
this Special Issue is to look at DOC from a brain network
perspective. An integrated network-based approach will
hopefully help to better understand the neural
mechanisms underlying consciousness (the most complex
—and still unsolved—brain construct) and its dysfunctions.
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Editors-in-Chief Message from the Editorial Board
Prof. Dr. Emmanuel Andrés There has been an explosion of gene and target based
Internal Medicine Department, research and therapeutics in the multitude of fields that

University Hospital Strasbourg,

compose clinical medicine. The Journal of Clinical
67000 Strasbourg, France

Medicine's (JCM) staff and editorial board are dedicated to
Prof. br. Kent Doi proviqmg cuttin.g edge, timely,' an.d peer—rgyievved ar?ic.les
Department of Acute Care covering the diverse subspecialties of clinical medicine.
Medicine, University of Tokyo, The journal publishes concise, innovative, and exciting
Tokyo, Japan research articles as well as clinically significant articles and
reviews that are pertinent to the myriad of disciplines
within medicine. The articles published are relevant to both
primary care physicians and specialists. The journal’s full-
texts are archived in PubMed Central and indexed in
PubMed. Please consider submitting your manuscripts for
publication to ourjournal and check us out on-line!
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