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Butterflies are iconic, charismatic organisms that are
experiencing significant declines worldwide. Habitat
loss, habitat degradation, invasive species, and global
climate change are primary drivers responsible for
accelerating levels of imperilment, reducing extant
populations to perilously low numbers and greatly
restricted geographic areas of occupancy. Effective
conservation of these increasingly small populations
necessitates more aggressive, innovative and
collaborative approaches to promote organism recovery
and effective long-term management. Top priorities
include techniques and best practices that can directly
promote improved strategic decision-making and
increase overall program success. This special issue fill
focus on advances in both ex situ and in situ butterfly
conservation that can have meaningful implications for
practitioners. 
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