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Insects perform critical functions in natural and
managed terrestrial ecosystems that are often
mediated by microorganisms. For example, microbial
symbionts influence herbivore interactions with plants
by synthesizing limiting nutrients, breaking down
difficult-to-digest plant polymers, and detoxifying plant
defenses. Symbionts also influence interactions with
natural enemies by producing bioactive compounds that
disable threats. Thus, ‘hidden’ microbial players can
have large effects on insect performance with large
implications for food security and natural systems
challenged by climate disruption. We are pleased to
invite original research papers and review articles
focused on ecological symbioses. Suitable topics for
this Special Issue include (but are not limited to)
research on symbiont-mediated phenotypes,
mechanisms underlying symbiont function, symbiont
genomics, coordination of host and symbiont functions,
symbiont transmission, interactions between insect
immunity and symbionts, the population dynamics of
ecological symbioses, and the manner in which a
changing climate impacts insect-microbe interactions.
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High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PubAg, and other databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q1 (Entomology) / CiteScore - Q1 (Insect Science)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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