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Sap-sucking insects are arthropods with mouthparts
specifically adapted to piercing plant tissues and
extracting fluids. This diverse group includes aphids,
leafhoppers, stink bugs, mealybugs, thrips, whiteflies,
scales, spider mites, jumping plant lice, planthoppers,
and lace bugs. Many of these insects are significant
economic pests, causing substantial crop losses in
agriculture, forestry, and ornamental plantings. They can
directly damage plants by withdrawing essential
nutrients, the curling of leaves and shoots, and the
emission of honeydew on which sooty mould develops,
which can have severe consequences for plant health.
In some cases, they also act as vectors for numerous
viruses and bacterial diseases. This Special Issue aims
to highlight studies dealing with topics concerning sap-
sucking insect pests, encompassing their biology,
interactions with other organisms, and natural enemies.
We also welcome research on the real-world impact of
these arthropods on production and yield, as well as
management strategies with low environmental impact
in both natural and anthropogenic habitats. 

Guest Editor
Dr. Giuseppe Eros Massimino Cocuzza
Dipartimento di Agricoltura, Alimentazione e Ambiente—Di3A, Sez.
Entomologia Applicata, Università Degli Studi di Catania, Santa Sofia
100, 95123 Catania, Italy

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 October 2025

Insects

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.9
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/225378
Insects
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
insects@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
insects

https://www.mdpi.com/si/225378
https://mdpi.com/journal/insects


Insects

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.9
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
insects

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Brian T. Forschler
Department of Entomology, University of Georgia, 413 Biological
Sciences Building, Athens, GA 30602-2603, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:
indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PubAg, and other databases.

Journal Rank:
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Rapid Publication:
manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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