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Insects, which constitute the majority of animal biomass,
demonstrate remarkable adaptative capabilities to
environmental changes through alterations in
morphology, physiology, and behavior. These
adaptations are driven by both evolutionary processes
and phenotypic plasticity. Among insects, there are
diverse forms of ‘social life’, ranging from group-living or
communal to family-based associations and highly
structured colonies of eusocial species such as
Hymenoptera. While aspects of insect biodiversity and
sociality have been studied extensively, there remains a
critical need to consolidate recent research for a better
understanding of how diverse forms of ‘social life’
interact with evolutionary responses and phenotypic
plasticity to shape the adaptative potential of insects
towards changing environments.

This Special Issue aims to compile recent advances that
explore the role of ‘social life’ and sociality in mediating
insect (and other arthropods) responses to changing
environments.

We look forward to your submissions.

Guest Editors

Prof. Dr. Jan Komdeur

Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences (GELIFES), University
of Groningen, 9712 CP Groningen, The Netherlands

Dr. Long Ma

1. GIGA-Neurosciences, Interdisciplinary Center for Biomedical
Research (GIGA-Institute), University of Liege, 4000 Liege, Belgium
2. Groningen Institute for Evolutionary Life Sciences (GELIFES),
University of Groningen, 9712 CP Groningen, The Netherlands

Deadline for manuscript submissions
30 November 2025

4

Insects

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.9
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/242899

Insects

Editorial Office

MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +4161683 77 34
insects@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
insects



https://www.mdpi.com/si/242899
https://mdpi.com/journal/insects

4

Insects

an Open Access Journal
by MDPI

Impact Factor 2.9
CiteScore 5.6
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
insects

About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

Editor-in-Chief

Prof. Dr. Brian T. Forschler
Department of Entomology, University of Georgia, 413 Biological
Sciences Building, Athens, GA 30602-2603, USA

Author Benefits

High Visibility:

indexed within Scopus, SCIE (Web of Science), PubMed,
PMC, PubAg, and other databases.

Journal Rank:

JCR - Q1 (Entomology) / CiteScore - Q1 (Insect Science)

Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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