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Heteroptera or true bugs are members of the order
Hemiptera and comprise about 40,000 species. They
are distributed worldwide and exhibit high
morphological, ecological, and behavioral diversity.
Most of them are phytophagous or predators, and some
are putative fungivores. As for most other insect groups,
true bugs’ higher classification has changed over time,
but intensive phylogenetic research since the early
1990s based on morphological and molecular
characters has shed new light on the monophyly of
many heteropteran infraorders and superfamilies.
Studies on fossil Heteroptera have also significantly
influenced the presently accepted higher classifications
of the suborder and suggest that there are still more
taxa undescribed than described. Though many
heteropteran superfamilies offer relatively stable
internal classifications, some are still in need of further
studies (e.g., Miroidea, Tingoidea, Pentatomoidea, or
Lygaeoidea) since the recent molecular phylogenies
show that their current classifications are probably not
yet stable.
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Rapid Publication:

manuscripts are peer-reviewed and a first decision is
provided to authors approximately 18.1 days after
submission; acceptance to publication is undertaken in 2.9
days (median values for papers published in this journal in
the first half of 2025).
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