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In the last few decades, online learning has become
popular in higher education and is being widely utilized
in medical and other higher educational institutes
throughout the world. Online education is being
delivered in an online environment via synchronously or
asynchronously using digital learning tools where
students do not need to be co-present in a physical
space. Online learning is flexible, accessible, cost-
effective, and allows for a customized learning
experience in a wide range of programs which can reach
a larger number of global students. The COVID-19
pandemic has forced higher education institutions to
adapt online learning and radically changed the concept
of traditional face-to-face learning. This Special Issue
welcomes contributions on trends, opportunities, and
challenges of online learning in medical and higher
education during the pre-COVID-19 era, COVID-19
pandemic, and beyond. We encourage the authors to
write their experiences of emergency remote teaching
and assessment in response to the COVID-19 pandemic
and the plan for effective online learning during the
post-COVID-19 period.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
International Medical Education (IME) was established to
provide a global platform for educators, researchers,
learners, and policy-makers dedicated to advancing
medical education and its internationalization. Today,
IME has become an established international journal,
indexed in Scopus and the Web of Science, with a
Journal Impact Factor of 2.2 and a Q2 ranking in the
Education category. These achievements make IME the
leading Japan-based journal dedicated to medical
education.
IME welcomes original research, reviews, opinions, and
innovative educational scholarship across all areas of
undergraduate, postgraduate, continuing, and
international medical education. We remain committed
to rigorous peer review, rapid publication, and broad
dissemination of high-quality research that advances
medical education worldwide.
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