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Clinical symptoms of OA appear in more than 10% of the
world population and affect almost everyone over the
age of 65.  For patients, the major problem is disability,
resulting from joint tissue destruction and pain. OA is
characterized by its extraordinary interpatient variability
both clinically and structurally. This heterogeneity is
considered as a major reason associated with the
complexity of OA and the ongoing difficulties to identify
one-size-fits-all therapies. The development of targeted
therapies against the osteoarthritic processes in
cartilage, synovium or bone will, therefore, require an
understanding of the state of these joint tissues at the
time of the intervention. Here, we want to elucidate
novel concepts and hypotheses regarding disease
progression, which are relevant for understanding
underlying molecular mechanisms as a prerequisite for
future therapeutic approaches.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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