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Advances describing the interactions within cells in the
tumor microenvironment (TME) have identified the
dependencies of tumor cells on signaling arising from
stromal cells within these tissues that are required for
tumor development, progression, and resistance to
standard therapeutic approaches. Targeting the stromal
compartment within the TME may inhibit tumor cell self-
renewal, proliferation, invasion, angiogenesis, immune
evasion and other mechanisms involved in treatment
resistance. There remains, however, an urgent need to
further develop our understanding of the contribution of
stromal cells to important processes exploited by
cancer cells. In this Special Issue, we will highlight new
research that elucidates the novel interactions within
the TME, as well as discuss advances in preclinical
therapeutic targeting of the TME. This Special Issue is
open to both original research manuscripts and review
articles focusing on novel tumor–stromal signaling and
advances in the preclinical evaluation of approaches to
modulate the tumor microenvironment to improve
therapeutic strategies. 

Guest Editors
Dr. Peter C. Hart
College of Pharmacy, Roosevelt University, 1400 N Roosevelt Blvd,
Schaumburg, IL 60173, USA

Dr. Michael Bradaric
Department of Cell and Molecular Medicine, Rush Medical College,
Rush University Medical Center, Chicago, IL 60612, USA

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (31 March 2023)

International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.9
CiteScore 9.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/99534
International Journal of
Molecular Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
ijms@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

https://www.mdpi.com/si/99534
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijms


International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.9
CiteScore 9.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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