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Nuclear receptors are a group of transcription factors
that respond to endogenous and xenobiotic
compounds. In the field of oncology, sex hormone-
responsive nuclear receptors, such as estrogen
receptor and androgen receptor, have been targets of
cancer chemotherapy. In fact, a number of drugs
targeting these receptors have been developed and
used clinically. Not only agonists and antagonists but
also selective modulators of these receptors’ functions
are used, although their mechanisms of action are not
fully understood. Xenobiotic-responsive nuclear
receptors, such as CAR and PXR, are also drawing the
attention of researchers from the viewpoint of chemical
carcinogenesis and the metabolism and
pharmacokinetics/pharmacodynamics of
chemotherapeutic agents. Moreover, several nuclear
receptors, including ROR� and NR4A1, have been
reported to modulate immunity and inflammation. Due
to a close relation between cancer and
immunity/inflammation, nuclear receptors may become
a novel target of cancer therapy. This Special Issue
welcomes original and review manuscripts describing
recent progress in nuclear receptor research in
oncology at molecular levels.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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