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Metalloproteinases (metzincins) comprise zinc-
dependent exopeptidases and endopeptidases. MMPs
(matrix metalloproteinases), ADAMs (a disintegrin and
metalloproteinase domain), ADAMTSs (a disintegrin and
metalloproteinase thrombospondin domain), astacins
(including meprins), and neprilysins are
metalloendopeptidases. Metalloproteinases play
fundamental roles in extracellular matrix remodeling,
and cytokine/growth factor release and processing.
They are involved in physiological and
pathophysiological processes throughout life. We
warmly welcome contributions on the molecular aspects
of these enzymes, as well as their preclinical and clinical
relations to innate immunity, infection, and tissue repair.
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The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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