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Liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC)
represent the end-stage of most chronic liver diseases
and are a major global health burden. Despite the
enormous relevance of cirrhotic disease,
pharmacological strategies for preventing the sequence
leading from chronic hepatitis to liver cirrhosis and
finally to HCC are still limited. Increasingly, liver cirrhosis
is seen not as a single disease entity, but as one that
can be subclassified into distinct molecular, etiological
and clinical stages. The assessment of the histological,
biochemical and molecular patterns that characterizes
liver cirrhosis and the understanding of the complex
pathogenetic events/factors involved in the progression
into HCC represent an exciting challenge. Moreover the
characterization of biomarkers allowing the prediction of
the individual risk of disease progression or to provide
personalized treatment and/or prevention strategies still
represents an unmet need. The aim of this Special Issue
is to stimulate research allowing a better understanding
of the pathogenesis of liver cirrhosis and HCC and its
impact on disease management.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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