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The etiologies of liver disease are variable, including
viral hepatitis, autoimmune hepatitis, and alcoholic liver
disease. In the so-called “leaky gut”, the increased
intestinal permeability to bacteria and their products is
an important pathogenetic factor in major complications
in patients with liver diseases. Pathological bacterial
translocation (BT) is another factor contributing to the
development of various complications. BT-induced
inflammation prevents the synthesis of bile acids (BAs)
in the liver through the inhibition of BA-synthesizing
enzyme.  A lower abundance of 7�-dehydroxylating gut
bacteria leads to the decreased conversion of primary
to secondary BAs. Decreases in total and secondary
BAs may play an important role in gut dysbiosis. In this
Special Issue, we aim to explore important aspects of
cellular signaling and cellular dysfunction in the
pathophysiology and drug effects of various liver
diseases. These approaches may help to shed further
light on the future management of hepatology.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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