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Comprised of 24 members, the integrin family members
serve as receptors for various extracellular matrices that
allow cells to adhere, create complex structures, and
sense their environment. Originally named for their
ability to integrate these extracellular signals to the
cell’s interior, integrins are responsible for amplifying
and potentiating signals from growth factors and other
extracellular stimuli that are critical for normal
physiology. In fact, there are few, if any, physiological
processes that are not influenced by integrin signaling in
multicellular organisms. During malignant progression,
tumor cells evolve complex interactions with their
microenvironment, mediated in large part by integrins
that influence progression and define the biology of the
tumor. Dissecting the signaling pathways altered by
integrin has given and will continue to contribute great
insight into the processes that perpetuate a malignant
phenotype. As our knowledge of cancer biology
increases, so expands the variety of mechanisms we
recognize that integrins influence that provide critical
insight that may guide how new targeted therapies are
devised.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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