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Since the first description and characterisation of
peptide-binding HLA molecules in 1987, we have
developed a deeper understanding of the diversity of
the peptide repertoire (length, post-translational
modification, motif, chemical properties) that the
classical HLAs can present, as well as their
corresponding immune response. In addition, we also
know that antigen-presenting molecules can bind to
lipids, small metabolites, or even drugs, and that with
the further advances of comparative immunology, there
is no doubt that new and uncharacterised ligands will be
discovered. A deep characterisation of those molecules
and the type of ligand they are able to bind and present
to the immune system is critical to understand the
infection and outcome of a disease, to provide new
therapeutics and vaccines, as well as understanding the
fundamental interplay between the different molecules
of the immune system. Therefore, we are calling for
research articles, reviews, and opinion pieces focusing
on antigen presenting molecules encompassing HLA
and beyond the classical HLA molecules.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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