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Herpes simplex viruses type 1 and 2 (HSV-1, HSV-2) are
important human pathogens. Primary infection usually
occurs at an early age, resulting in the establishment of
latent infections in sensory neurons. Periodically, the
virus can reactivate, causing renewed episodes of
clinical disease that enable transmission between
individuals. Current antivirals target HSV DNA
replication during the viral lifecycle. The emerging threat
of antiviral resistance among viral isolates in
immunocompromised patients has created a drive for
the development of new anti-HSV compounds. Vaccine
research has produced many HSV vaccine candidates,
but failed at human clinical trial stages. Therefore,
ongoing investigation of the virus–host interactions
involved during the lifecycle of HSV will inform our
understanding of crucial steps such as viral reactivation
and assembly. This has the potential to lead to novel
therapeutic options and attenuated vaccine candidates.
With this in mind, submissions are invited to this Special
Issue that have a focus on HSV–host interactions,
particularly in the context of viral nuclear egress,
secondary envelopment, and reactivation from latency.

Guest Editor
Dr. Russell J. Diefenbach
Department of Biomedical Sciences, Faculty of Medicine and Health
Sciences, Macquarie University, Sydney, NSW 2109, Australia

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (30 June 2020)

International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.9
CiteScore 9.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/36867
International Journal of
Molecular Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
ijms@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

https://www.mdpi.com/si/36867
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijms


International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 4.9
CiteScore 9.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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