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Currently, the microbiota–gut–brain axis is emerging as
a special scientific area of interest and a possible new
target for different disorders. Modification in the gut
microbiota composition appears to influence behaviour,
cognitive processes, and the pain systems by
modulating endocrine, immune, metabolic, and neuronal
pathways. A better understanding of the mechanism by
which the gut–brain axis is involved in chronic diseases
may open new therapeutic strategies. The aim of this
Special Issue is focused on understanding how an
alteration of gut functionality, such as dysbiosis, is
involved in different diseases (i.e., neurological and
neurodegenerative diseases, chronic pain, obesity, and
inflammatory bowel diseases), looking at the
identification of specific pathways, risk factors, or
conditions to develop better and safer therapies. We
invite all interested researchers to submit review articles
or original papers related to the topic of this Special
Issue, guided by the keywords below. Prof. Roberto
Russo 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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