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As our first line of innate defense, epithelial cells are
considered sentinel cells, which are prey to a host of
potential pathologic events. What types of strategies do
epithelial cells employ to correct these perturbations?
Are there specific types of perturbations to which they
are more susceptible? How do epithelial cells
communicate distress? What are the tipping points that
cascade epithelial cells to the cancerous state? Within
the scope of this Special Issue, articles will explore the
extent to which epithelial cells control their fates, that of
cells within their microenvironment, and the point at
which that control gives way to pathologic
micromanipulation. Keywords
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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