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The natriuretic peptides (NPs) family includes a class of
hormones and their receptors needed for the
physiological control of cardiovascular functions. The
discovery of NPs provided a fundamental contribution
into our understanding of the physiological regulation of
blood pressure, of heart and kidney functions. NPs have
also been implicated in the pathogenesis of several
cardiovascular diseases (CVDs), including hypertension,
atherosclerosis, heart failure and stroke. A fine
comprehension of the molecular mechanisms
dependent from NPs and underlying the promotion of
cardiovascular damage has contributed to improve our
understanding of the molecular basis of all major CVDs.
Finally, the opportunity to target NPs in order to develop
new therapeutic tools for a better treatment of CVDs has
been developed over the years. This Special Issue will
cover all major aspects of the molecular implications of
NPs in physiology and pathology of the cardiovascular
system, including natriuretic peptide-based therapeutic
approaches.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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