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Message from the Guest Editors

Malignant melanoma represents a significant problem in
the human population. Despite impressive recent
progress in development of new therapies for
metastatic disease, prospects for long-term survival
remain grim for most patients due to acquired
resistance to these agents. Moreover, these therapies
are limited by adverse side effects and their high costs.
Clearly the need is great for development of new
strategies for advanced melanoma with long-term
efficacy, improved toxicity profiles and lower costs. In
this regard, a key element for progress is the utilization
of appropriate animal models. Several models for
human melanoma have been developed in rodents and
other animals that recapitulate advanced, metastatic
forms of the disease and can be employed for these
efforts. This issue reviews the current state-of-the-art
for experimental animal models of human melanoma,
and outlines potential approaches for their application
to the development of novel strategies for effective
management and cure of this devastating disease.
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About the Journal

Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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