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Cancer develops through a multi-step process.
Germline or somatic gene alterations and clonal
selection of precancerous cells are the main driving
forces in this process. Most human cancers are caused
by genetic and epigenetic changes in cells, and such
genetic transformations lead to uncontrolled cell
proliferation, resistance to apoptosis, immortalization,
activation of invasion and metastasis, immune evasion,
and angiogenesis, contributing to the hallmarks of
malignant cancer. Tumor suppressor genes that inhibit
the development of malignancies are known to lose
functions in tumor cells through loss-of-function
mutation, epigenetic suppression, and miRNA-mediated
suppression of expression. Therefore, it is expected that
a series of research processes such as the discovery of
more tumor suppressor genes, identification of
antitumor mechanisms by gene expression, and
development of therapeutics targeting the tumor
suppressor genes will greatly contribute to overcoming
tumors.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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