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Colorectal cancer (CRC) is the third most commonly
diagnosed cancer in males and the second in females.
Translational research has led to significant benefits in
CRC screening and patient management, and precision
medicine is fast becoming the aim of scientific research.

The current TNM staging system for CRC is inadequate
in terms of guiding clinical practice. Several molecular
subtypes based on clinical pathological and/or
molecular phenotypes have been proposed, but further
validation is required in large prospective clinical trials.

Individualized treatment for metast atic CRC is also
emphasized increasingly. The introduction of molecular-
targeted agents with anti-EGFR or anti-angiogenic
mechanisms of action has significantly improved patient
outcome, but predictive markers of efficacy, especially
for angiogenesis inhibition, are still lacking. 

A new approach to biomarker detection is the use of
liquid biopsy. Liquid biopsy has the potential to replace
tumor tissue analysis in clinical practice and could be
used to monitor the extent of tumor burden and to
detect tumor heterogeneity and molecular resistance to
therapy.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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