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Systemic Sclerosis (SSc) is an uncommon,
heterogeneous disease in which impaired
communication between endothelial cells, epithelial
cells and fibroblasts, lymphocyte activation,
autoantibody production, inflammation, and connective
tissue fibrosis occur simultaneously and contribute to
organ damage. The pathogenesis of SSc is extremely
complex and despite a number of studies that examined
several aspects of its intricate picture, the mechanisms
involved are still largely unknown. 

Some manifestations of SSc, are now treatable while
others are still life-threatening. Improved understanding
in terms of autoimmune involvement, early recognition,
and treatment of symptoms and complications is
therefore crucial for the clinical evolution of SSc
patients.

This Special Issue calls for original research papers and
reviews, addressing the current knowledge of SSc
pathophysiological mechanisms and the progress in the
treatment of the disease.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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