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Dear colleagues, Classically, the structure–activity
relationship (SAR) is an approach designed to find
relationships between the chemical structure (or
structural-related properties), 3D structure, and
biological activity of studied compounds, as defined by
Crum-Brown and Fraser in 1865. This is because similar
compounds should have similar physico-chemical and
biological properties. If this notion is almost always
associated with pharmacological drug design and the
assessment of side effects of existing compounds in
the human health field, it can actually be extended to a
large number of bioactive molecules exerting a number
of cellular activities. For instance, interactions between
plant or bacterial secondary metabolites as well as
proteins belonging to the same structural family could
have differential activities at the level of the cellular
membrane. This Special Issue is dedicated to widening
the notion of SAR to a more general concept concerning
the relationships between structure and activity of
bioactive molecules belonging to all living organisms,
whether they have pharmacological effects or not.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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