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The importance of autophagy or apoptosis in
maintaining cellular/tissue homeostasis is widely known.
While autophagy eliminates and recycles damaged or
dysfunctional cellular components and is generally
considered a prosurvival process, apoptosis is a form of
programmed, controlled cell death. Autophagy and
apoptosis can be triggered by similar stimuli and their
molecular pathways share similar proteins, which both
indicate crosstalk between autophagy and apoptosis.
Therefore, the dysregulation (defined by inhibition,
overactivation, or changes in dynamicity) of one or both
processes contributes to the pathogenesis of many
diseases, including cancer and neurodegenerative
disorders, and is a cause of drug resistance. In this
Special Issue, we encourage you to summarize and
broaden the knowledge of common pathways,
molecules, the importance of autophagy/apoptosis and
their relationship, and the consequences of
autophagy/apoptosis manipulation in both physiological
and pathological conditions. All these may contribute to
the development of knowledge surrounding this area.
Both original and review manuscripts (raising new
issues) are welcome.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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