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In neurodegenerative diseases, both environmental and
genetic factors contribute to altering the physiological
processes involved in the synthesis of disease-specific
proteins, resulting in a protein over-production or in the
generation of post-translationally modified protein
forms more prone to aggregation. Furthermore, the
impairment of intracellular protein catabolic systems
plays a crucial role in proteotoxicity, and the prion-like
spreading of pathological proteins further amplifies
neuronal damage. A better comprehension of the
molecular mechanisms responsible for proteotoxicity in
neurodegenerative diseases can allow the identification
of both new therapeutic targets and useful biomarkers
for these devastating disorders.
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Message from the Editor-in-Chief

The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (/JMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. /JMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in /JMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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