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Inflammation is a process by which the body's white
blood cells and the substances they produce protect
against infection from outside invaders, such as bacteria
and viruses. However, in some diseases, the body's
defense system—the immune system—triggers
inflammation when there are no invaders to fight off. In
these autoimmune diseases, the immune system acts
as if regular tissues are infected or somehow unusual,
causing damage. Inflammation can be either short-lived
(acute) or long-lasting (chronic). 

A growing number of molecules have been suggested to
contribute to the development of acute and chronic
inflammation. However, the mechanisms are not fully
understood. More recently, molecular mechanisms that
initiate the resolution of inflammation have opened a
new avenue for pro-resolution strategies to treat
complex acute and chronic inflammatory diseases.
However, resolution pathways are heterogeneous and
most likely tissue- and stimulus-specific.

For this Special Issue, we invite original research and
reviews in the field of acute and chronic inflammation,
with a focus on the molecular mechanisms of
inflammation persistence versus resolution.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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