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Pancreatic fibrosis is a condition that develops in
diseases that affect the pancreas such as pancreatitis
and cancer. It can evolve starting from changes in the
physiology of cells that normally contribute to the
homeostasis of the stroma in the tissue. Cells can be
abnormally activated by signals from different origins
and then can proliferate and contribute to the deposition
of extracellular matrix components. The developed
fibrotic tissue can impair the functions of pancreas, both
exocrine and endocrine. Over the past few years, and
especially at present, researchers are working on the
identification of regulators of pancreatic fibrosis.
Nowadays, it is accepted that pancreatic stellate cells
(PSC) contribute significantly to these pathogenic
processes. Moreover, interrelationship with other cell
types of the pancreas, including developing cancer
cells, is emerging as potential regulator of PSC
pathophysiology. Therefore, the understanding of the
cellular and molecular basis of cell-to-cell
interconnection is of major relevance to the knowledge
of pancreatic disease development and the potential
discovery of a cure.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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