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Recently, attention has been paid to polyphenols and
their positive effects against cancer and related
diseases in human trials, due to their antioxidant, anti-
inflammatory or anti-proliferative activities. Therefore,
the use of bioactive compounds extracted from natural
sources with biological properties may be an approach
to prevent/treat oral cancer and, most importantly,
discover new potential compounds. Importantly,
targeting metabolic, oxidative stress and mitochondrial
pathways could provide cancer-selective natural
compounds. However, the orally absorbed bioactive
compounds concentration is often low, avoiding an
acceptable therapeutic effect. Other drawbacks
regarding the pharmacokinetics (PK) profile or stability
across the gastrointestinal tract (GIT) may occur.
Encapsulation could be a strategy to prevent such
problems and improve buccal delivery. This Special
Issue of IJMS invites research articles, reviews and
opinion reviews on fascinating advancements in the
area of the efficacy of natural compounds for oral
cancer and its related complications.

Guest Editors

Dr. Francisca Rodrigues
REQUIMTE/LAQV, Superior Institute of Engineering of Porto, Rua Dr.
António Bernardino de Almeida 431, 4200-072 Porto, Portugal
Dr. Paulo Cardoso Da Costa
REQUIMTE/UCIBIO, MedTech-Laboratory of Pharmaceutical
Technology, Department of Drug Sciences, Faculty of Pharmacy,
University of Porto, Rua de Jorge Viterbo Ferreira nº. 228, 4050-313
Porto, Portugal

Deadline for manuscript submissions
closed (25 July 2024)

International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.6
CiteScore 10.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/si/161876
International Journal of
Molecular Sciences
Editorial Office
MDPI, Grosspeteranlage 5
4052 Basel, Switzerland
Tel: +41 61 683 77 34
ijms@mdpi.com

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

https://www.mdpi.com/si/161876
https://mdpi.com/journal/ijms


International
Journal of
Molecular
Sciences

an Open Access Journal 
by MDPI

Impact Factor 5.6
CiteScore 10.0
Indexed in PubMed

mdpi.com/journal/
ijms

About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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