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Parkinson’s disease (PD) is a chronic neurodegenerative
disease characterised by motor dysfunction due to a
loss of dopaminergic neurons. Recent clinical,
epidemiological and experimental evidence has
implicated neuroinflammation in contributing to the
neuronal cell death and progression of PD. This chronic
neuroinflammatory response within the central nervous
system is driven by the resident immune cells of the
brain, the microglia and astrocytes; however, recent
studies have identified an important contribution of the
peripheral immune response to the CNS pathology in
PD. This aim of this Special Issue is to gain a greater
understanding of the complex molecular mechanisms
that lead to chronic neuroinflammation in PD and how
these contribute to the dopaminergic cell death in the
brain. Both high-quality original research and review
articles are welcome discussing the following:
neuroinflammation in cell-based and animal models of
PD, microglia and astrocytes in PD, the gut–brain axis,
the role of the peripheral immune response, and the
development of therapeutic strategies targeting
neuroinflammation.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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