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Neuropathic pain is a debilitating type of chronic pain
that often results from chronic neuroinflammation after
nerve injury. The pathogenesis of neuropathic pain has
been studied extensively, and knowledge on pain has
increased rapidly. Early studies focused on neurons and
their activity to uncover the mechanisms of neuropathic
pain. However, recent studies have identified key roles
of microglia and astrocytes in the pathophysiology of
neuropathic pain. Microglia and astrocytes in the spinal
cord and brain may polarize to various phenotypes and
play opposite roles in neuropathic pain. The
understanding of the high microglia and astrocyte
phenotype could offer better diagnostic and therapeutic
approaches for neuropathic pain. This issue will be of
interest to researchers working on glia biology,
neuroimmunology, neural plasticity, and also to
chemical biologists interested in drug discovery and
clinicians for neuropathic pain.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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