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Nontuberculous mycobacteria (NTM) are opportunistic
pathogens, causing pulmonary diseases largely in
immunocompromised patients or patients with pre-
existing lung conditions, such as bronchiectasis, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease, and cystic fibrosis (CF).
The NTM incidence (3.3 to 22.6%) is growing in
particular among CF patients worldwide. NTM lung
disease treatment is challenging due to the long and
often unsuccessful therapy. Increasing research and
drug discovery efforts are mandatory to have significant
therapeutic advances for NTM diseases. 
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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