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Extracellular matrix proteins (ECM) are constitutively
expressed as essential structural components of organs
and tissues and contribute to the morphological and
functional integrity of organs and tissues. Within
classical ECM, there are a unique group of molecules
that are different from classical ECM in many ways.
These are matricellular proteins. Matricellular proteins
are transiently expressed during specific embryonic
stages and in pathological and physiological conditions.
Matricellular proteins contain many cellular binding
domains, including hidden binding domains that can be
exposed after protease cleavage and can bind to more
than single cellular receptors, including integrins. Thus,
components of tissue microenvironments such as
proteases, pathogens, inflammation, and cell types are
critical functional modifiers of matricellular proteins. The
complex but tightly regulated interaction between
matricellular proteins and their receptor leads to
divergent physiological and pathological consequences
in many organs and tissues. Authors are invited to
review recent publications or submit original studies on
Interactions of Matricellular Proteins and Their
Receptors.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS,
ISSN 1422-0067) is an open access journal, which was
established in 2000. The journal aims to provide a forum
for scholarly research on a range of topics, including
biochemistry, molecular and cell biology, molecular
biophysics, molecular medicine, and all aspects of
molecular research in chemistry. IJMS publishes both
original research and review articles, and regularly
publishes special issues to highlight advances at the
cutting edge of research. We invite you to read recent
articles published in IJMS and consider publishing your
next paper with us.
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