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Malignant pleural mesothelioma (MPM) is a very
aggressive cancer originating from the mesothelial cells
lining the pleural cavity, usually associated with
exposure to asbestos or asbestos-like fibers and
characterized by challenging diagnostics, poor
response to current standard therapies, and dismal
prognosis. MPM is difficult to distinguish from reactive
pleural conditions using conventional imaging- and
histopathology-based methodologies. However, recent
seminal comprehensive studies have enlightened the
role played in MPM by important genetic, epigenetic,
and immunological alterations as well as by the interplay
between genetic cancer susceptibility and
environmental factors. This allows delineating novel
molecular and clinical subtypes, as well as promising
diagnostic and therapeutic strategies for MPM. This
Special Issue aims at collecting and welcomes original
research articles, state-of-the-art review articles in this
field.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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