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For a long time, fibroblasts were considered supporting
cells and bystanders during disease progression.
Recently, the role of fibroblasts as key players in disease
initiation and progression has been established.
Fibroblasts exert a wide variety of functions that are
crucial for tissue homeostasis, and they represent
flexible entities that can adapt their functions to their
environment. During gastrointestinal diseases, the
balance between these functions is often disrupted and
some features are lost or gained, e.g., remaining in a
continuously activated state. The impact that fibroblasts
have on intestinal disease progression must be
established and ways to restore the fibroblast (subset)
functioning and equilibrium identified. This Special Issue
of IJMS encourages contributions through research
papers or review articles centering around the role of
fibroblasts in gastrointestinal disease.
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About the Journal
Message from the Editor-in-Chief
The International Journal of Molecular Sciences (IJMS)
is an open access journal, which was established in
2000. The journal aims to provide a forum for scholarly
research on a range of topics, including biochemistry,
molecular and cell biology, and molecular biophysics.
IJMS publishes both original research and review
articles, and regularly publishes special issues to
highlight advances at the cutting edge of research. We
invite you to read recent articles published in IJMS and
consider publishing your next paper with us.
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